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We welcome musician John Hermanson back for
three Advent concerts featuring music from his Isaiah
liturgy. Drawn from prophetic texts in the Book of
Isaiah, many of which we hear in worship during the
season of Advent, this collection features nine
beautifully crafted songs raising up justice, mercy and
prophetic imagination. John will be with us
Thursdays December 3, 10 and 17 at 7:00 PM.
These concerts are free and open to the public, so
invite your friends and neighbors. In the busyness of
December, John’s music will offer a space for
reflection and peace.

John Hermanson is an award-winning songwriter and
composer of the acclaimed acoustic duo Storyhill
alongside Bozeman musician Chris Cunningham, as well
as independent and commercial music spanning
orchestral, world, pop, rock, and indie genres. Raised at
Hope Lutheran Church in Bozeman, John has served
Lutheran communities in Minnesota, Washington state,
and Montana. His sacred music is in regular rotation at
centers of Lutheran liturgy like Holden Village
(Washington), Christikon Camp and Conference Center
(Montana), and House of Mercy (Minneapolis). Rooted in
prophetic and mystical traditions, John's sacred songs
raise ancient yet urgent questions about radical love and
mutual responsibility, written in his compelling,
distinctive folk style. John serves as Hope Lutheran's
Artist-in-Residence, writing, recording, and performing
original sacred music to serve the worldwide church.



Trunk or Treat was another fun and successful event, with more than 400 people
joining us for fellowship! We enjoyed sharing candy, hot dogs, water, and hot chocolate
—and the ducky scavenger hunt was a definite highlight.

Thank you to everyone who donated items, volunteered their time, or hosted a trunk.
This event would not be possible without you! SD
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The Voice is published monthly as an update on the
ministry and mission of

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
3580 N Benton Ave
Helena, MT 59602
406.442.7842
www.ourredeemerlives.org

Ministry Team
Ministers: All the People of God
Rev. Trina Johnsten, Lead Pastor
Trina@OurRedeemerLives.Org
Melani Cobb, Office and Facilities Manager
Melani@OurRedeemerLives.Org
Sarah Magee, Director of Finance
Sarah@OurRedeemerLives.Org
Steph Richardson, Director of Youth Ministry
Steph@OurRedeemerLives.Org
Liz Swenson, Director of Children and Family Ministry
Liz@OurRedeemerLives.Org
Carson Yahvah, Interim Director of Worship and Music
Carson@OurRedeemerLives.Org
Linda Keim, Organist
David McHaley, Custodian
Carol Will, Deacon

Lori Bigwood-Pecarina, Lay Ministry Associate
Jan Martin, Lay Ministry Associate
Jeff Martin, Lay Ministry Associate
Kevin Mathews, Lay Ministry Associate
Lisa Williams-Mathews, Lay Ministry Associate

Kristen Bonnecarrere, Preschool Director/Teacher

Kristen@OurRedeemerLives.Org

Angie Adams, Preschool Teacher
Angie@OurRedeemerLives.Org

Liz Swenson, Preschool Teacher

Liz@OurRedeemerLives.Org
A congregation of the Montana Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Voice articles are due on the 15™ of each month
Sunday, November 15 at 5:00 PM
Melani@OurRedeemerLives.Org
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Our Redeemer’s Church Council

If you have questions or concerns and would like to visit with
a Council member, please feel free to contact any of us at the
following email or phone:

Rev. Trina Johnsten, Lead Pastor
trina@ourredeemerlives.org
402-984-4306

Charlie Gorman, President
president@ouredeemerlives.org
406-202-9509

Trudy Burke, First Vice President
trudyburke@msn.com
406-431-6217

Tracey Tintinger, Second Vice President
tvting@bresnan.net
406-459-8478

Attila Folnagy, Past President
attilafolnagy@gmail.com
208-640-3198

Jan Martin, Treasurer
jomvallymt@gmail.com
406-459-3339

Mary Kay Linke, Secretary
marykaylinke@gmail.com
406-465-1099

Darbie Hess, Member at Large
darbie.hess@gmail.com
406-303-1257

Timothy John (TJ) Hunt, Member at Large
timothyjohnhunt@gmail.com
406-603-0731

Sharon Langdorf, Member at Large
momlangdorf@gmail.com
406-458-5540

Charlotte Neill, Member at Large
cneill001@luthersem.edu
406-465-3453

Jack Palmer, Member at Large
johnpalmerpro@gmail.com
406-460-0133
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2 Audrey Schubring

19
Roberta Carey
3 Kim Lawton
Penny Welch
4 Bonner Armstrong 20
Linda Coty
Scott Walter 71
5 Grady Begger 2
6 Michael Burke 23
Troy Byrne
9 Lori Swenson 24
Paul Williamson 26
Michael Wlech 23
11 Don Childress 29
Cassie Wetzel 30

Connor Brown
12 Samantha Ziegler
13 Larry Crowder

Crosby Kennedy
14 Skyler Willard

18 Linda Keim )S ; ff
Carol Beley 7
VW
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Kim Mangold
Attila Folnagy
Ginny McLane
Mila Molenda
David Senn
Justice Kitts
Jan Martin
Denise Brunett
Kay Patterson
Bruce McMaster
Noreen Johnson
Gary Pearson
Lon Bechtel
CJ Bomar
Kristine Thatcher
Steph Richardson
Mike Connolly
Shane Sampson

o
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ﬂ/téoz BIRTH pAYN

(Remember our friends in Christ with a Birthday prayer!)

=

Celebrate with those married 40 years or more this month!

Richard and Roberta Carey 11/12/1982 44 years

"'} Baytisms

g N 4 - 4

i

11/1/26 Raymond Joseph Burke
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New Buillding Security Coming

The use of our building continues to grow, with many gathering here for civic meetings,
scouts, AA, sports banquets, birthday parties and rehearsals, in addition to the programming
Our Redeemer’s provides each week. With so many people in and out of the building, we will
soon be getting a new keypad system that allows entrance via Door #2 (the one that comes in
by the kitchen) to those who need to be in the building when the office isn’t open. This
system will allow individuals and groups to have their own keycode, codes that will work
only during the time the individual or group has contracted to be in the building. Members
of Our Redeemer’s who have need of access outside of office hours will be encouraged to
reach out to Melani Cobb for a keycode once the system has been installed. This would
include those who oversee our musical groups, altar guild members, Council leadership,
those who regularly oversee other parts of our ministry. We will give plenty of warning prior
to the installation of the new system so no one finds themself locked out!

IAQ B¢
Administration Wing Rekeyed

As part of updating building security, the administration wing has been rekeyed. If you need
to use the volunteer computer or make copies for programming, please plan to do this
during office hours (M-F, 9-5). The office is also open on Sunday mornings.

MG e
Xid Pack Request

A

Thank you so much for all the granola bars last month. During November, Helena Food
Share is requesting fruit cups or pouches. So choose your favorite and leave these items in
the food share crates in the hallway. Hungry kids remain grateful for your generosity.

M@ B
Touchmark Worship

A worship and communion service will be held at Touchmark Retirement Community on

Tuesday, November 17 at 10:00 AM led by Pastor Trina and Pastor Keith Wetherford

from St. John’s. We will meet in the forum on the second floor. Join the Our Redeemer's
resident members for worship. Touchmark is located at 915 Saddle Drive.
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children.

O wur Redeemer's Lutheran Church

Children's Christmas P'rvog'r“am 2026

Pleasejo'm us...

Our annual Walk Through the Bible class
for 3™ grade students and their families will
take place on November 8" @ 1-2:30pm in

the Community Room!

The children will receive their Bibles during
the 8:30 or 11:00 service the morning prior
to class. Look for a letter in your mailbox
soon with more information.

Please RSVP to Liz Swenson by
November 7*:

Liz @OurRedeemerLives.org

Date: December 20
Time: 9:30 Combined Sunday Service
Place: The Sanctuar
® Please arrive bg 8:00 to get into your
costume.

Dress Rehearsal on Saturday, December 19
@10:00am costumes willie assig'ned.

Please follow the link below to Tegister your child
to pcn“ticipate in this flm Christmas tradition. We
have room ]cor all kids age 3 thru 5t ?rade (and

older if theg are interested! November

REGISTER HERE: 2026
@pi[[fmvms,gle/H FHc6q8hhMfmUJDZ6 1 Sunday School & Tween Scene

@ ® 8 Sunday School & Tween Scene
4 8 Walk Through the Bible Class @1-2:30
15 Sunday School & Tween Scene
22 Sunday School & Tween Scene
29 Thanksgiving Break -
No Sunday School or Tween Scene!

Email Liz or Carson witn any quesuons!
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LoNG TERM PRAYER CONGERNS

Help us update our Long Term Prayer Concerns list by calling the church office, 406-442-7842.

Our Members

Gordon Blomquist Don Gilbertson  Chloe MacIntyre Carol Olmstead

. George Hafer Lorna Meyer Jim Penner
Richard Carey )
Noreen Johnson Dale Mickus Lyle Pratt
Roberta Carey . )
Carol Kimble Julie Mehl

Ann Marie Carlson

Our Family and Friends

Danny McCaughan (nephew of Lori & Dave Swenson) Jim Norby (cousin of Brad Ulgenes)
Ron Paulson (former member)

Jacki Riley (sister of Lori Walter)

Bryan Solomon (nephew of Darbie Hess)

Phyllis LeDosquet (cousin of Brad Ulgenes)

Our Family and Friends Serving in the Military

Brandon Bach Adam Guay Keith Nordquist
. Cody Johnson .
Kyle Begger Ryan Girard Chris Oelkers
. . Colton Johnson
Connor Brown Austin Grieve Scott Pocha
. . Chance McDowell .
Erin DenHerder Travis Gronley Kent McGowan Tanner Reddig
Kellan Elder Charlie Heidbreder . Cody Stipcich
. Dean McLain . .
Travis Elder Roger Henschel . Darrell Stipcich
. Sawyer Linke . . . .
Micah Emmons Paul Horst . . Victoria Stipcich
. Erin Mills .
Jessilyn Emmons Anela Hemry Brian Neal Tait Strom
Grant Gagnon Wade Hemry Andrew Zimmer

N4
QUR REDERMER'S SURRPORT @ROURS

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Currently the grief group is not meeting except socially. The holiday season can be I
difficult for those who are grieving. Sometimes it is hard to explain why you may not feel

like celebrating or why you need to do something different this season. The hardest part

of the grief journey is that it is individual and each person must find their own way

through it. Sometimes we just need a listening ear, a neutral presence where you can

share your feelings. Sometimes we just need to know that what we are going through is
normal with grief being a roller coaster ride. As a retired grief counselor I am available to
meet with you either one on one or if there is a need we can form a new group

Please feel free to call Jane Peachey at 234-567-1461 for support.
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1\ ‘=) Dessert Auction

' { & _ '\ Stephis taking names of those
A willing to show off their baking
skills. An auctioneer is also

wanted for Dec 20.

DONATE

* BARED 600DS

il

. W

Fundraiser

&

After the 9:30am
service on Dec 20

_'_-_-__-___"'——-__.

Help the youth attending the
National Youth Gathering by
~ baking and donating Christmas
\ desserts to be auctioned off.

Contact Steph@ourredeemerlives.org

I _]

November 2026
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youth ministry.
GUNDAY KA,
GAT“ER'NG e 35,;2352%&

THE YOUTH LOFT -
" DNESDAYS 6-8pm

AT THE CHURCH

Sunday Mornings
1 9:45-10:45am

FOR 6-12 GRADERS

\ We'll discuss that Sunday morning’s
\  gospel text and how it relates to
our lives.

" ¢oR 6-12 GRADERS

0-0-0-0 O

Fellowship Education  Service Dinner  Worship

This is time for fellowship,
education, service and more.
Dinner and worship are a part
of our time together!

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp — July 25—-30, 2027

Our church is heading to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp from July 25—30! It will be a
special time of faith, fellowship, outdoor activities, and making lasting memories together.
Registration opens for FLBC on November 10 at 10am. Don’t wait because some camp
options will be full as summer draws near!
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POINSETTIA o

FUNDRAISER - ' The contributions to the Emergency Pantries have been
The youth of the congregation and the preschool are selling local, . a bleSSITIg FO many individuals deahng Wl_th f?Od
fresh, professional and high quality poinsettias this season from insecurity in our local area. Recent contributions
High Country Growers. ", s include pop top cans of fruit or fruit cups, pop top cans
. WHAT? They are selling 6.5" poinsettia plants for the of tuna or chicken, cans of chili, containers of macaroni

Christmas season. The colors to pick from are red, pink, and cheese as well as granola bars.
white, orange, and/or jingle bell (red /white variegated). All

come with foil on the base. They are $20 each.
A representative from Waking Giant is contacted each

e ey , week when items have been donated. Then the items
Poinsettias will be delivered to the church the week before _ . L. .
Thanksgiving. - - are picked up and distributed to one of the specific
pantries. Even personal care items such as
toothbrushes or other personal care items have also

o WHEN? Orders must be placed no later than November 15.

Poinsettia). Payments can be made online at 2
www.ourredeemerlives.org/give/, pay online under the "other” S e been donated.
category (note: Poinsettia), or by check made out to Our
Redeemer's Lutheran Church (memo: Poinsettia).

. HOW? You can order online or order here at church (memo:

Many thanks to those who have chosen to drop off

- FILLOUT THE FORM BELOW TO ORDER TODAY. SOLD BY: items! We hope the generosity continues. Questions
N T can be directed to Carol Landsverk 406-920-2185 or
H EC05E SEHECT W You are
Ty e ordering from: Janet Benson 507-360-3442.
o e L L Ll Al A, ALY [] Alayna
RED: WHITE: PINK: ORANGE: JINGLE BELL: [] Brenna
QUANTITY QUANTITY QUANTITY QUANTITY QUANTITY 0 Fait UPCOMING EVENTS
v 5
ﬁ -y [[] Grace 2027 Budget Forum Sunday, December 6 at 9:45 AM
-+, O] Letty review the 2027 budget
R [] Mackenzie Annual Budget Meeting Sunday, December 13 at 9:45 AM
TOTAL: $20 each x total quantity = $ Congregational to approve 2027 budget

Children’s Christmas Program Sunday, December 20 at 9:30 AM
[] PAID BY CHECK [_] PAID ONLINE [] casH and Dessert Auction Fundraiser (one service only that day)

0 DONATION FOR THE CONGREGATIONS YOUTH ATTENDING THE 3 . e Christmas Eve Worship Thursday, December 24
ELCA NATIOMAL YOUTH GATHERING ' 3

[_] DONATION FOR THE PRESCHOOL

10:00 AM (organ)
3:00 PM and 5:00 PM (horn quartet)

8:00 PM (strings)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH AND PRESCHOOL!

First Sunday in Christmas Sunday, December 27 at 9:30 AM
(one service only that day)

The Voice
November 2026 Page 6 The Voice November 2026 Page 15



A New Partnership

Our Redeemer’s has two groups of crafty people who meet regularly at the church. One is the
Sew N Love group that meets every Thursday morning. The second is the Lutheran World Relief
team that meets every Tuesday morning. Recently a new collaborative effort has begun involving
the Helena and Townsend Lions groups.

Phyllis Michelson and her husband Tom Naegele have been active in the Lions’ efforts and a new
project arose with the aim of working to support CASA’s work with school age children who may
be transitioning from their home. CASA is short for Court Appointed Special Advocates. Phyllis
fortunately thought about the sewing folks at Our Redeemer’s. Friends talked and a great
opportunity to collaborate began.

Both Sew N Love and LWR teams often receive donated fabric from people who find themselves
with extra fabric. Maybe a loved one who had a “stash” of fabric for future projects is no longer
able to utilize the resource. Sew N Love has made many quilts that have benefitted local
individuals involved with the Friendship Center, YWCA or for many years, Family Promise.
LWR outreach has been both local and global with quilts, baby kits and school kits.

The Lions’ project was in need of fabric and individuals who sew. Thanks to Phyllis opening up
some communication both the Sew N Love and LWR teams are working on bags, quilts and
pillowcases which ultimately help local children benefit from the Lions’ caring great work.

A picture capturing some of the beautiful quilts designed and created primarily by Karen Darlow
and Roberta Keller, members of the LWR team shows how donated fabric in a new collaboration
is one way to show support of the Lions’ great idea!

From the left is Roberta Keller, Connie Metcalfe, Niki Whearty and Karen Darlow.
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Poinsettia Fundraiser Time!
We are excited to be entering our second year of selling poinsettias alongside the
youth group at Our Redeemer’s! Last year’s fundraiser was a wonderful success,
and were hoping to make this year just as successful. These beautiful, locally (
grown poinsettias come straight from High Country Growers Greenhouse and :
make the perfect holiday decoration or thoughtful gift for your home or business.
Plants will be delivered to the preschool and ready for pickup before Thanksgiving
break, just in time to kick off the holiday season!

Thank you for supporting our preschool and youth group and helping us make
this fundraiser a success! @

Consultation Committee Thank You

The Montana Synod Consultation Committee would like to thank the staff, volunteers, and members of
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church for your hospitality and willingness to participate in listening
sessions with us. Your enthusiasm to address the current conflict and love for your congregation was
evident in every conversation, email, and session we shared. Thank you for engaging so deeply in this
process.

The Consultation Committee will be taking the month of November to draft our report. It is the intent
of the committee to provide the completed report in the first week of December, and at the invitation
of congregational leadership, we will return to present the report. In the meantime, please be patient
with one another, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. The Consultation Committee heard
many stories of hurt and dismay. Please continue to care for one another.

If you have not yet submitted a statement via email and would like to do so, please use the address
consultation@montanasynod.org. The deadline to submit these emails will be 12:00 noon on Monday,
November 9, 2026.

Again, we thank you for your kindness, generosity, hospitality, and engagement.
We look forward to meeting with you again in early December.

Sincerely,
The Montana Synod, ELCA Consultation Committee
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ADULT EDUCATION FALL =z
= : Our Feet

Book Study- Praying with

0,
g

Caring for Our Neighbors
If you've ever expressed concern for homeless individuals,
donated to God’s Love or United Way, or known someone who
was homeless, you realize that solutions are not easy to come by.

Lindsey Krinks, author of Praying with Our Feet, tells her own
story of street ministry to the homeless in Nashville, Tennessee.
This ministry is full of challenges, as well as encouragement.

Join a lively discussion of this book, sponsored by the Hunger
Team and led by Dr. Jeff Buscher, Community Impact
Coordinator for United Way of Lewis and Clark County during
the month of November.

All sessions take place at 9:45 AM in the Community Room:

PURSUING JUSTICE B HEALING Sunday, November 1 Prologue and Chapters 1-2
ON THE STREETS
i Sunday, November 8 Chapters 3-5
AN Sunday, November 15 Chapters 6-8
Sunday, November 22 Chapters 9-11 and epilogue

%

Campus care was once again on the minds of 277
members who labored for four hours on the Saturday
Work Day. Eighteen projects were completed and most
notably the clean up of the neighborhood garden
including the removal of four trailer loads of garden
debris. The boulevard and parking lot islands were
weeded and trimmed, and decorative rock replaced
wood chips. Woodpecker holes were sealed,
playground equipment repaired, ceiling cracks
spackled, the nursery and playground deep cleaned,
and many, many smaller projects that repaired the Thanks, also, to the Men’s Group for their
daily wear and tear on our community church. continuing Maintenance Ministry throughout

the year. If you would like to join them, they
Thanks to the Men’s Group for organizing and hosting 1 eet every Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM in
the work day as well as for the wonderful fellowship the Great Room.

during the mid-morning bakery break and tasty lunch.
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The next meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council will be Wednesday, November 11, at
5:30 PM. The focus of this meeting is to set the agenda for the monthly full Council meeting. If you
have things you’d like the Council to consider or would like to be on the agenda, please let council
president Charlie Gorman know by November 9.

Mary Kay Linke, Secretary

%

WELCA
anen of the Evangelical Imﬂieran Church in America

Bataar

Saturday, November 7
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM

Cinnamon Rolls and Coffee 9:00 - 11:00
Homemade Baked Goods
Lefse and Chicken Pot Pies
Ouilt Raffle
Crafts and Homemade Items
Gift Baskets and Silent Auction

Treasures and Collectibles

The Voice November 2026 Page 13



Council Highlights
October 19, 2026

September 2026 Financial Reports

General Receipts for the Ministry Fund totaled $49,523. Building Fund donations totaled $4,830. Please
consider giving to the building fund as we continue to have an $11,000 monthly mortgage until the sale of our
property is finalized, which could take up to 18 months. We paid $8596.60 in lawyer fees for the land sale and
will have taxes due in November. If you have any questions about the Our Redeemer’s budget, our treasurer Jan
Martin is available to provide more information.

Finance and Operations Director Position

Trevor Eastman has been hired as the new Finance and Operations Director. He will begin training in his
position October 27, 2026. In addition to the accounting, the duties of this position will include the overseeing
and coordination for facility, grounds and safety of Our Redeemer’s. We thank Sara Magee for her years of
service and dedication to Our Redeemer’s and wish her well in her retirement.

Ministry Team and Committee Reports
Pastor Trina reports that she attended six hours of continuing education this month.

Trunk or Treat is Saturday October 31, 10:00 AM — noon. Come on out and see what great costumes Pastor Trina
and Dennis will be in this year!

The annual Budget Forum is scheduled for December 6, at 9:45 between services, in the Community Room.The
Annual Budget Meeting is scheduled for the next Sunday December 13, in the Sanctuary. Staff are busy preparing
their 2027 budgets for these meetings. Please plan to attend these important meetings as we plan for the future.

Thank you to all who volunteered their time to Stewardship Saturday, October 10. Many projects were
completed to benefit our property and facility.

Anyone interested in serving on a Constitution Review Committee, as recommended by the Forward in Faith
report, please contact a Council member.

Property Development
The City of Helena held a public meeting at Our Redeemer’s regarding reclassifying the land use designation
around Our Redeemer’s and surrounding properties.

DevCo has requested a six-month extension to the timeline for them to complete their due diligence due to the
City of Helena processes. The original closing date does not change. The congregation voted on Sunday, October
25, to grant the extension.

Have a question about what’s going on at Our Redeemer’s?

The Council is happy to answer questions, take creative suggestions, and be your source of accurate information
about our community. All twelve members of Council are listed with contact information on the last page of each
month’s Voice and pictures of them are on the bulletin board in the entryway. You have elected them to make
decisions on behalf of the congregation, and they really want to hear from you. If you are pleased with something
or concerned about something, reach out! One caveat, we don’t accept anonymous comments; it doesn’t build up
the body of Christ.
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Thank You for Supporting the Milk Campaign
On Tuesday, October 20, the Hunger Team presented a check to Helena Food Share for $17,000.
This amount includes all of your donations, as well as the $2000 grant from the Montana Synod
Hunger Team. In addition, the Treacy Foundation donated $5000, and partner churches donated
about $8000, for a total of about $30,000. Once again, we helped to feed hungry children, exceeded
our goal of $25,000, and challenged others in the community. Thank you so very much for your
unwavering support.

Kid Packs - Packed with Gratitude
Kid Pack assemblies are off to a roaring start. Thank you to all the amazing, incredible
volunteers! We will continue these builds the first three Tuesdays of each month, now
through April 20, at Helena Food Share. If interested, please contact Judy McMaster at
judy1950@bresnan.net.

Update on the Community Garden
Thanks to the efforts of our garden coordinators, Elaine Ulgenes and Karen Nelson, the community
garden was quite productive this year. Over a thousand pounds of food were donated to Helena
Food Share. And we offer a special shout-out to the Boy Scouts, community gardeners, the Hunger
Team, summer weed control folks, and those who cleaned out the garden on the work day, October
10. It definitely takes a village to prepare, maintain, and harvest the bounties of this good earth.

Tomato Fest Success
Thanks to your support of the Tomato Fest at Our Redeemer’s in September, the Hunger Team
raised $907 for the community garden account. Hope you enjoyed all those tasty tomatoes!

_HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE

We are once again participating in a Holiday Food Drive for Helena
Food Share.Grocery bags will be distributed following worship on
Sunday, November 8. All grocery items need to be brought to the
church by Sunday, November 22. This year Helena Food Share has
requested the following items: Sugar

Flour

Canned pumpkin/yams

Canned vegetables

Stuffing

Broth

Canned cranberries

Evaporated milk

Canned fruit

Jello/Pudding

m
/]

@

N\

Hunger Team Meeting
Hunger Team will not be meeting in November and December.
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8:30am - Worship
9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship
11:00am - Worship

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6 9:00am - Men’s Group-Great Rm 9:30am - Sew in Love - CR5-6 9:00am - Fall Festival and Bazaar

8:30am - Worship + KidTime 10:30am - Knitters for Peace - 9:00am - Contemplative Prayer 12:00pm - Faith & Justice - CR5-6
9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship 12:30pm - Staff Meeting YOUt,h LOf,t

6:00pm - Confirmation Class
11:00am - Worship + KidTime 6:00pm - Youth Group
8 9 10 11 9:00am - Men’s Group-Great Rm | 12 13
8:30am - Worship + KidTime 9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6 9:00am - C\:(gzttﬁnﬂglf?tlve Prayer 9:30am - Sew in Love - CR5-6
9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship 7:00pm - Bells 10:30am - Knitters for Peace - 5:30pm - Choir 11:00am - Pastor’s Bible Study -
11:00am - Worship + KidTime . . Bishoo’s Fall Retreat for Cl & 6:00 - Confi tion Cl Conf. Rm

6:00pm - Preschool Advisory ishop’s Fall Retreat for Clergy :00pm - Confirmation Class
Board Mtg - Conf. Rm SAM’s 6:00pm - Youth Group
5:30pm - Executive Council Mtg
Conference Room
15 yongz Az ouzy 16 17 18 19 20 21
B:30am - Worship + KidTime 10:00am - WELGABoard - AD1 | 9:00am - Comrpiat Prayer | oo o Love- GRS S
) . :00am - oard - :00am - Contemplative Prayer . i
9:45am - Education H d Fell h 12:00pm - Faith & Justice - CR5-6
am uea |o.n ' a.n . ellowship 10:00am - Touchmark Service Youth Loft P
11:00am - Worship + KidTime 10:30am - Knitters for Peace 1:00pm - WELCA Bible Study
12:15pm - Stewardship Committee Mtg 7:00pm - Bells 12:30pm - Staff Meeting 6:00pm - Confirmation Class
Conf. Rm 5:30pm - Council Mtg - Sewing Room 6:00pm - Youth Group
22 23 24 25 28
8:30am - Worship + KidTime 9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6
9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship 10:30am - Knitters for Peace 9:00am - Contemplative Prayer
11:00am - Worship + KidTime 12:30pm - Staff Meeting Youth Loft
7:00pm - Bells
29 30
a@’en
bgw’ﬁ? 7:00pm - Bells
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	Fall Festival and Bazaar
	Saturday, November 7
	9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
	EMBRACED BY GOD’S LOVE WE REACH OUT TO SERVE BECAUSE OUR REDEEMER LIVES
	OUR REDEEMER’S
	THE VOICE
	LUTHERAN CHURCH


	Trunk or Treat was another fun and successful event, with more than 400 people joining us for fellowship! We enjoyed sharing candy, hot dogs, water, and hot chocolate—and the ducky scavenger hunt was a definite highlight.
	Thank you to everyone who donated items, volunteered their time, or hosted a trunk.
	This event would not be possible without you!
	The Voice
	November 2026
	Page 2
	The Voice is published monthly as an update on the
	ministry and mission of


	Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
	Ministry Team
	Ministers: All the People of God
	Rev. Trina Johnsten, Lead Pastor
	Trina@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Melani Cobb, Office and Facilities Manager
	Melani@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Sarah Magee, Director of Finance
	Sarah@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Steph Richardson, Director of Youth Ministry
	Steph@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Liz Swenson, Director of Children and Family Ministry
	Liz@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Carson Yahvah, Interim Director of Worship and Music
	Carson@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Linda Keim, Organist
	David McHaley, Custodian
	Carol Will, Deacon
	Lori Bigwood-Pecarina, Lay Ministry Associate
	Jan Martin, Lay Ministry Associate
	Jeff Martin, Lay Ministry Associate
	Kevin Mathews, Lay Ministry Associate
	Lisa Williams-Mathews, Lay Ministry Associate
	Kristen Bonnecarrere, Preschool Director/Teacher
	Kristen@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Angie Adams, Preschool Teacher
	Angie@OurRedeemerLives.Org

	Liz Swenson, Preschool Teacher
	Liz@OurRedeemerLives.Org
	A congregation of the Montana Synod
	of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America


	Our Redeemer’s Church Council
	Rev. Trina Johnsten, Lead Pastor
	trina@ourredeemerlives.org
	402-984-4306
	Charlie Gorman, President
	president@ouredeemerlives.org
	406-202-9509
	Trudy Burke, First Vice President
	trudyburke@msn.com
	406-431-6217
	Tracey Tintinger, Second Vice President
	tvting@bresnan.net
	406-459-8478
	Attila Folnagy, Past President
	attilafolnagy@gmail.com
	208-640-3198
	Jan Martin, Treasurer
	jomvallymt@gmail.com
	406-459-3339
	Mary Kay Linke, Secretary
	marykaylinke@gmail.com
	406-465-1099
	Darbie Hess, Member at Large
	darbie.hess@gmail.com
	406-303-1257
	Timothy John (TJ) Hunt, Member at Large
	timothyjohnhunt@gmail.com
	406-603-0731
	Sharon Langdorf, Member at Large
	momlangdorf@gmail.com
	406-458-5540
	Charlotte Neill, Member at Large
	cneill001@luthersem.edu
	406-465-3453
	Jack Palmer, Member at Large
	johnpalmerpro@gmail.com
	406-460-0133
	Voice articles are due on the 15th of each month
	Sunday, November 15 at 5:00 PM
	Melani@OurRedeemerLives.Org
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	BIRTHDAYs
	(Remember our friends in Christ with a Birthday prayer!)
	2  Audrey Schubring
	Roberta Carey
	3  Kim Lawton
	Penny Welch
	4  Bonner Armstrong
	Linda Coty
	Scott Walter
	5  Grady Begger
	6  Michael Burke
	Troy Byrne
	9  Lori Swenson
	Paul Williamson
	Michael Wlech
	11 Don Childress
	Cassie Wetzel
	Connor Brown
	12 Samantha Ziegler
	13 Larry Crowder
	Crosby Kennedy
	14 Skyler Willard
	18 Linda Keim
	Carol Beley
	19  Kim Mangold
	Attila Folnagy
	Ginny McLane
	Mila Molenda
	20  David Senn
	Justice Kitts
	21  Jan Martin
	22  Denise Brunett
	23  Kay Patterson
	Bruce McMaster
	24  Noreen Johnson
	26  Gary Pearson
	28  Lon Bechtel
	29  CJ Bomar
	30  Kristine Thatcher
	Steph Richardson
	Mike Connolly
	Shane Sampson
	Celebrate with those married 40 years or more this month!
	Richard and Roberta Carey   11/12/1982   44 years

	Baptisms
	11/1/26 Raymond Joseph Burke

	New Building Security Coming
	The use of our building continues to grow, with many gathering here for civic meetings, scouts, AA, sports banquets, birthday parties and rehearsals, in addition to the programming Our Redeemer’s provides each week. With so many people in and out of the building, we will soon be getting a new keypad system that allows entrance via Door #2 (the one that comes in by the kitchen) to those who need to be in the building when the office isn’t open. This system will allow individuals and groups to have their own keycode, codes that will work only during the time the individual or group has contracted to be in the building. Members of Our Redeemer’s who have need of access outside of office hours will be encouraged to reach out to Melani Cobb for a keycode once the system has been installed. This would include those who oversee our musical groups, altar guild members, Council leadership, those who regularly oversee other parts of our ministry. We will give plenty of warning prior to the installation of the new system so no one finds themself locked out!

	Administration Wing Rekeyed
	As part of updating building security, the administration wing has been rekeyed. If you need to use the volunteer computer or make copies for programming, please plan to do this during office hours (M-F, 9-5). The office is also open on Sunday mornings.

	Kid Pack Request
	Thank you so much for all the granola bars last month. During November, Helena Food Share is requesting fruit cups or pouches. So choose your favorite and leave these items in the food share crates in the hallway. Hungry kids remain grateful for your generosity.

	Touchmark Worship
	A worship and communion service will be held at Touchmark Retirement Community on Tuesday, November 17 at 10:00 AM led by Pastor Trina and Pastor Keith Wetherford from St. John’s. We will meet in the forum on the second floor. Join the Our Redeemer's resident members for worship. Touchmark is located at 915 Saddle Drive.
	Children’s Christmas Program 2026
	Please join us...
	REGISTER HERE: https://forms.gle/HFHc6q8hhMfmUJDZ6
	Liz @OurRedeemerLives.org

	November
	2026
	1     Sunday School & Tween Scene
	8    Sunday School & Tween Scene
	8    Walk Through the Bible Class @1-2:30
	15  Sunday School & Tween Scene
	22  Sunday School & Tween Scene
	29  Thanksgiving Break -
	No Sunday School or Tween Scene!



	LONG TERM PRAYER CONCERNS
	Our Members
	Our Family and Friends
	Our Family and Friends Serving in the Military
	Our Redeemer’s Support Groups

	Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp — July 25–30, 2027
	Our church is heading to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp from July 25–30! It will be a special time of faith, fellowship, outdoor activities, and making lasting memories together. Registration opens for FLBC on November 10 at 10am. Don’t wait because some camp options will be full as summer draws near!

	LITTLE PANTRIES
	The contributions to the Emergency Pantries have been a blessing to many individuals dealing with food insecurity in our local area. Recent contributions include pop top cans of fruit or fruit cups, pop top cans of tuna or chicken, cans of chili, containers of macaroni and cheese as well as granola bars.
	A representative from Waking Giant is contacted each week when items have been donated. Then the items are picked up and distributed to one of the specific pantries. Even personal care items such as toothbrushes or other personal care items have also been donated.
	Many thanks to those who have chosen to drop off items!  We hope the generosity continues. Questions can be directed to Carol Landsverk 406-920-2185 or Janet Benson 507-360-3442.

	UPCOMING EVENTS
	2027 Budget Forum                        Sunday, December 6 at 9:45 AM
	review the 2027 budget
	Annual Budget Meeting                 Sunday, December 13 at 9:45 AM
	Congregational to approve 2027 budget
	Children’s Christmas Program     Sunday, December 20 at 9:30 AM
	and Dessert Auction Fundraiser         (one service only that day)
	Christmas Eve Worship                  Thursday, December 24
	10:00 AM (organ)
	3:00 PM and 5:00 PM (horn quartet)
	8:00 PM (strings)
	First Sunday in Christmas             Sunday, December 27 at 9:30 AM
	(one service only that day)
	A New Partnership
	Our Redeemer’s has two groups of crafty people who meet regularly at the church. One is the Sew N Love group that meets every Thursday morning. The second is the Lutheran World Relief team that meets every Tuesday morning. Recently a new collaborative effort has begun involving the Helena and Townsend Lions groups.
	Phyllis Michelson and her husband Tom Naegele have been active in the Lions’ efforts and a new project arose with the aim of working to support CASA’s work with school age children who may be transitioning from their home. CASA is short for Court Appointed Special Advocates. Phyllis fortunately thought about the sewing folks at Our Redeemer’s. Friends talked and a great opportunity to collaborate began.
	Both Sew N Love and LWR teams often receive donated fabric from people who find themselves with extra fabric. Maybe a loved one who had a “stash” of fabric for future projects is no longer able to utilize the resource. Sew N Love has made many quilts that have benefitted local individuals involved with the Friendship Center, YWCA or for many years, Family Promise.  LWR outreach has been both local and global with quilts, baby kits and school kits.
	The Lions’ project was in need of fabric and individuals who sew. Thanks to Phyllis opening up some communication both the Sew N Love and LWR teams are working on bags, quilts and pillowcases which ultimately help local children benefit from the Lions’ caring great work.
	A picture capturing some of the beautiful quilts designed and created primarily by Karen Darlow and Roberta Keller, members of the LWR team shows how donated fabric in a new collaboration is one way to show support of the Lions’ great idea!
	From the left is Roberta Keller, Connie Metcalfe, Niki Whearty and Karen Darlow.
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	PRESCHOOL NEWS
	Consultation Committee Thank You
	and Next Steps
	The Montana Synod Consultation Committee would like to thank the staff, volunteers, and members of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church for your hospitality and willingness to participate in listening sessions with us. Your enthusiasm to address the current conflict and love for your congregation was evident in every conversation, email, and session we shared. Thank you for engaging so deeply in this process.
	The Consultation Committee will be taking the month of November to draft our report. It is the intent of the committee to provide the completed report in the first week of December, and at the invitation of congregational leadership, we will return to present the report. In the meantime, please be patient with one another, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. The Consultation Committee heard many stories of hurt and dismay. Please continue to care for one another.
	If you have not yet submitted a statement via email and would like to do so, please use the address consultation@montanasynod.org. The deadline to submit these emails will be 12:00 noon on Monday, November 9, 2026.
	Again, we thank you for your kindness, generosity, hospitality, and engagement.
	We look forward to meeting with you again in early December.
	Sincerely,
	The Montana Synod, ELCA Consultation Committee
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	ADULT EDUCATION FALL 2026
	Book Study- Praying with Our Feet
	Caring for Our Neighbors
	If you’ve ever expressed concern for homeless individuals, donated to God’s Love or United Way, or known someone who was homeless, you realize that solutions are not easy to come by.
	Lindsey Krinks, author of Praying with Our Feet, tells her own story of street ministry to the homeless in Nashville, Tennessee. This ministry is full of challenges, as well as encouragement.
	Join a lively discussion of this book, sponsored by the Hunger Team and led by Dr. Jeff Buscher, Community Impact Coordinator for United Way of Lewis and Clark County during the month of November.
	All sessions take place at 9:45 AM in the Community Room:
	Sunday, November 1             Prologue and Chapters 1-2
	Sunday, November 8             Chapters 3-5
	Sunday, November 15           Chapters 6-8
	Sunday, November 22           Chapters 9-11 and epilogue


	Stewardship Work Day
	Campus care was once again on the minds of 27 members who labored for four hours on the Saturday Work Day. Eighteen projects were completed and most notably the clean up of the neighborhood garden including the removal of four trailer loads of garden debris. The boulevard and parking lot islands were weeded and trimmed, and decorative rock replaced wood chips. Woodpecker holes were sealed, playground equipment repaired, ceiling cracks spackled, the nursery and playground deep cleaned, and many, many smaller projects that repaired the daily wear and tear on our community church.
	Thanks to the Men’s Group for organizing and hosting the work day as well as for the wonderful fellowship during the mid-morning bakery break and tasty lunch.
	Thanks, also, to the Men’s Group for their continuing Maintenance Ministry throughout the year. If you would like to join them, they meet every Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM in the Great Room.
	The next meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council will be Wednesday, November 11, at 5:30 PM.  The focus of this meeting is to set the agenda for the monthly full Council meeting. If you have things you’d like the Council to consider or would like to be on the agenda, please let council president Charlie Gorman know by November 9.
	Mary Kay Linke, Secretary
	Saturday,  November 7
	9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
	Cinnamon Rolls and Coffee  9:00 - 11:00
	Homemade Baked Goods
	Lefse and Chicken Pot Pies
	Ouilt Raffle
	Crafts and Homemade Items
	Gift Baskets and Silent  Auction
	Treasures and Collectibles



	CATCHING UP WITH COUNCIL
	Council Highlights
	October 19, 2026
	September 2026 Financial Reports
	General Receipts for the Ministry Fund totaled $49,523. Building Fund donations totaled $4,830. Please consider giving to the building fund as we continue to have an $11,000 monthly mortgage until the sale of our property is finalized, which could take up to 18 months. We paid $8596.60 in lawyer fees for the land sale and will have taxes due in November. If you have any questions about the Our Redeemer’s budget, our treasurer Jan Martin is available to provide more information.

	Finance and Operations Director Position
	Ministry Team and Committee Reports
	Property Development
	Have a question about what’s going on at Our Redeemer’s?

	NEWS FROM THE HUNGER TEAM
	Thank You for Supporting the Milk Campaign
	On Tuesday, October 20, the Hunger Team presented a check to Helena Food Share for $17,000. This amount includes all of your donations, as well as the $2000 grant from the Montana Synod Hunger Team. In addition, the Treacy Foundation donated $5000, and partner churches donated about $8000, for a total of about $30,000. Once again, we helped to feed hungry children, exceeded our goal of $25,000, and challenged others in the community. Thank you so very much for your unwavering support.

	Kid Packs - Packed with Gratitude
	Kid Pack assemblies are off to a roaring start. Thank you to all the amazing, incredible volunteers! We will continue these builds the first three Tuesdays of each month, now through April 20, at Helena Food Share. If interested, please contact Judy McMaster at judy1950@bresnan.net.

	Update on the Community Garden
	Thanks to the efforts of our garden coordinators, Elaine Ulgenes and Karen Nelson, the community garden was quite productive this year. Over a thousand pounds of food were donated to Helena Food Share. And we offer a special shout-out to the Boy Scouts, community gardeners, the Hunger Team, summer weed control folks, and those who cleaned out the garden on the work day, October 10. It definitely takes a village to prepare, maintain, and harvest the bounties of this good earth.

	Tomato Fest Success
	Thanks to your support of the Tomato Fest at Our Redeemer’s in September, the Hunger Team raised $907 for the community garden account. Hope you enjoyed all those tasty tomatoes!

	HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
	We are once again participating in a Holiday Food Drive for Helena Food Share.Grocery bags will be distributed following worship on Sunday, November 8. All grocery items need to be brought to the church by Sunday, November 22. This year Helena Food Share has requested the following items: Sugar
	Flour
	Canned pumpkin/yams
	Canned vegetables
	Stuffing
	Broth
	Canned cranberries
	Evaporated milk
	Canned fruit
	Jello/Pudding
	Hunger Team Meeting
	Hunger Team will not be meeting in November and December.



	Sunday
	Monday
	8:30am - Worship + KidTime
	9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship

	11:00am - Worship + KidTime
	8:30am - Worship + KidTime
	9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship

	11:00am - Worship + KidTime
	6:00pm - Preschool  Advisory
	Board Mtg - Conf. Rm

	Voice Articles Due!
	8:30am - Worship + KidTime
	9:45am - Education Hr and Fellowship

	11:00am - Worship + KidTime
	12:15pm - Stewardship Committee Mtg
	Conf. Rm

	8:30am - Worship + KidTime
	9:45am - Education  Hr and Fellowship

	11:00am - Worship + KidTime
	8:30am - Worship
	9:45am -  Education Hr and Fellowship

	11:00am - Worship


	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6
	10:30am - Knitters for Peace -
	12:30pm - Staff Meeting
	9:00am - Men’s Group-Great Rm
	9:00am - Contemplative Prayer
	Youth Loft
	6:00pm - Confirmation Class
	6:00pm - Youth Group
	9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6
	10:30am - Knitters for Peace -
	9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6
	10:00am - WELCA Board - AD1
	10:00am - Touchmark Service
	10:30am - Knitters for Peace
	12:30pm - Staff Meeting
	9:00am - Men’s Group-Great Rm
	9:00am - Contemplative Prayer
	Youth Loft
	6:00pm - Confirmation Class
	6:00pm - Youth Group
	9:00am - Men’s Group-Great Rm
	9:00am - Contemplative Prayer
	Youth Loft
	1:00pm - WELCA Bible Study
	6:00pm - Confirmation Class
	6:00pm - Youth Group
	9:00am - Quilting for LWR - CR5-6
	10:30am - Knitters for Peace
	12:30pm - Staff Meeting
	9:00am - Contemplative Prayer
	Youth Loft

	Thursday
	9:30am - Sew in Love - CR5-6
	12:00pm - Faith & Justice - CR5-6
	9:30am - Sew in Love - CR5-6
	11:00am - Pastor’s Bible Study  -
	Conf. Rm
	9:30am - Sew in Love - CR5-6
	12:00pm - Faith & Justice - CR5-6

	Friday
	Saturday
	9:00am - Fall Festival and Bazaar
	The Voice
	November 2026
	Page 10
	The Voice
	November 2026
	Page 11


